For the Week of May 11, 2008
Fair as the Moon, Bright as the Sun
Life Lessons
Song of Solomon 7:10 – 8:14
The final insights of the song describe a couple no longer newly married. Their lovemaking is rich with a history of being together and they have lessons to teach the young. Consider the following:

Discussion Questions

1. Much of the Song of Songs describes a relationship that is shaped by the physical passion and emotional desire of each partner for the other. In verse 8:6, however, there is a call to be placed as a “seal” on heart and arm. This is a public and legal declaration of belonging to another – like a wedding ring or witnesses signing a marriage license. When a public seal of promises is made, what is added to a relationship? 
2. What do you make of the argument that “legal formalities undermine true love?”

3. Death, decay, fire, and flood are all very powerful forces that are destructive in nature. Love is the life-giving power that stands against these forces (8:6-7). The experience of romantic love is intended to lead to awareness of love on a much greater, eternal scale. What relationships have you had (marriage or deep friendship) that have taught you the most about unending love?
4. “If one were to give all the wealth of his house for love, it would be utterly scorned” Song of Songs 8:7 NIV. Some couples try to avoid the demands of sacrificial love by spending money on gifts and entertainment. Some argue so much over finances (and financial security) that they undermine the love that unites them. What have you learned about the relationship between love and money?

