For the Week of June 1, 2008
A Consideration of Christian Leadership
Equipping Leadership
Ephesians 4:11-15
Churches are dynamic when everyone participates. It is easy to fall into the pattern of hiring professionals (clergy) and leaving God’s work to them. The clear instruction of the New Testament is for pastors (and other leaders) to equip everyone else to discover the gifts God has given them and encourage their use.

Consider the following:

Discussion Questions

1. Ephesians 4:7 says that each believer has been given ‘a grace’ – in this context referring to a spiritual gift that opens a door for ministry. We usually discover how God wants to use us through the feedback of other believers. How do you best contribute to the work of God? Is there someone you can encourage, whose service you value?
2. Being equipped for ministry includes learning truth and gaining skills. It also includes a heart shaped by dependence on the Lord. Is there someone who can help you toward being better equipped to serve Christ? Is there someone you can help?
3. Ephesians 4:15 records the phrase, “speaking the truth in love.” We often experience truth and love in tension – a tender heart that shies away from saying the difficult thing; or harsh speech that doesn’t concern itself with the hearer. What has been your experience as a recipient of truth and love? Where do you struggle in relating this way to others?

