For the Week of June 8, 2008
A Consideration of Christian Leadership
Practical Leadership
Acts 6:1-7
There will always be circumstances that present new difficulties and new opportunities. Christian leadership needs to be able to articulate eternal truths and address practical problems in the moment.

Consider the following:

Discussion Questions

1. In Acts 6:1-7, believers in the Jerusalem church were faced with a difficulty (an attack on unity) they had not encountered before. The proposed solution went beyond the presenting problem-equitable distribution of food–to deal with the underlying “murmuring.” What lessons of discernment can we learn from this? Can you think of an occasion where a “quick fix” of the surface issues was later regretted?
2. The threat to unity in the Jerusalem church provided an opportunity for new, younger leaders to emerge. Have you seen a similar pattern at work? What was the eventual outcome?
3. It is difficult to balance change and steadfastness. Sometimes the latest new thing is a distraction. Sometimes “the way we have always done it” is a dead weight. Share any experience you have had of navigating between these polar opposites.

