For the Week of July 20, 2008
The Way of The Lord
Mark 3:20-35
Jesus’ family and the teachers of the law are shown to be, for the time being, outside the kingdom, while Jesus defines his family as those who are gathered around him. Allegiance to Jesus, in the face of cultural and familial opposition, is what counts.

Consider the following:

Discussion Questions:
1. What opposition do you feel you face when it comes to engaging in Christ's mission to the world?

2. How do some in our world, like the teachers of the law in Mark 3:22, dismiss the Jesus of the New Testament?
3. How do you think the Holy Spirit has (or has not) nurtured your relationship with Jesus and empowered you for mission to the world?  What might you do to pay attention to the ministry of the Holy Spirit in your life?

4. How might we go about giving our world a vision of the kingdom of God that's difficult to discredit?

5. What influence has your family had on you with respect to following Jesus?

6. If you are a follower of Jesus, how have you been blessed by his family? How might we, as the family of Jesus, nurture the faith of others in our spiritual family?

7. Contemplate the image of Jesus looking at us and saying, "Here are my sisters and brothers." How does this image influence you?

