For the Week of July 27, 2008
The Way of The Lord
Seeds of Hope

Mark 4:1-20
The parable of the sower encourages Jesus’ followers to believe in his unorthodox vision of the kingdom even though it meets both resistance and opposition. Don’t be surprised, the parable says, that the word of the kingdom causes division, and know for sure that the word will be 
effective—remarkably so—with some. 

Consider the following:

Discussion Questions:
1. What story, novel, film, play, whatever has given you reason to hope? Why did it give you hope, and what did it cause you to hope for?

2. How might you stay “around” Jesus (Mark 4:10) so that you might better understand the parables and the kingdom of God?

3. How do your observations regarding our world’s receptivity to the gospel resonate with Mark 4:15-20?
4. How do you think you might guard against responding to the gospel in the manner of those in the first three “sowings” (Mark 4:15-19)?
5. How do you think the parable of the sower might redefine your hopes?
6. Think of someone you know who has received the gospel deeply, responded to it exclusively, and borne fruit for the kingdom. How does that person encourage you?

7. The parable challenges us to believe the gospel, even if our world resists it, and to embrace the mission of the gospel by casting its “seeds” into our world. How does this challenge affect you, and how would you like to respond to it?
