For the Week of August 10, 2008
The Way of The Lord
Seeds of Significance
Mark 4:26-34
The parable of the seed explains that the kingdom, contrary to expectations, is coming neither visibly nor suddenly. The message will do its work, bearing fruit for the kingdom in and through the lives of those who believe it. The parable of the mustard seed explains that neither Jesus nor his followers nor his vision of the kingdom should be dismissed because of an inconspicuous beginning. An inconspicuous beginning does not negate the possibility of a glorious end. The parables encourage us to faithfully be about the work of the kingdom despite apparent ineffectiveness.
Consider the following:

Discussion Questions:
1. If you have struggled with feelings of insignificance, describe this experience.

 

2. If you place burdens on yourself to change others or change the world in some way, describe this experience.
 

3. How do you think you might engage in the work of the kingdom of God, both faithfully and rhythmically​ casting seeds and getting out of the way so that they might grow?
 

4. How does it encourage and motivate you in the present to know that at the final harvest you will see the fruits of your labor on behalf of the kingdom of God?
 

5. How does it encourage and/or challenge you to know that in God’s kingdom, there are no small places, no small people, and no small ministries?
 

6. How does it encourage and/or challenge you to know that everything small done for the sake of the gospel contributes to the growth and final establishment of the kingdom of God?
 

7. How do you think the two parables in Mark 4:26-34 might address feelings of insignificance and relieve self-imposed burdens to change others or change the world?
