For the Week of August 24, 2008
The Way of the Lord
Mark 5:1-20
Jesus rescues a Gentile from the clutches of demonic forces, demonstrating that his vision of the kingdom of God embraces the whole world. The people of the region, however, prefer their way of life and ask Jesus to leave. He complies, but leaves behind a preacher: the man he rescued. Consider the following:

Discussion Questions:
1. Consider that the man from the tombs is an image of a world in pain? How does this image affect you?
2. Consider, in light of this passage, whether the Spirit may be calling you to enter a place where evil forces hold sway, in order to bring to it the influence of the gospel.
3. How have you seen people in our world and/or yourself resist the lordship of Christ because of economic reasons?

4. How has Jesus confounded your expectations by closing a door you expected to be open and opening a door you never considered? What has been the outcome of this experience?

5. How does it influence you to know that "evangelism," in this passage, simply consists of telling people what Jesus has done for you?

6. How do you think you see a picture of yourself in the man from the tombs? How do you think seeing a picture of yourself in the man might affect your compassion for a world in pain?

