For the Week of September 7, 2008
From Bumper Cars to Carnival Swings
Are You My Father?
Galatians 1:1-10
Paul writes this letter to the churches of Galatia to settle a basic misunderstanding of the gospel. What is at stake for these new churches is what exactly the gospel is and they have missed it. Instead of understanding how the gospel brings together Jews and Gentiles under their restored relationship with God the Father, the people in these churches were seeing themselves only in light of each other, rather than in light of God. This book is about correcting the gospel and the implications that it has on a community. The gospel results in a community that loves each other, and the communities of Galatia were inhibited in this. The whole thrust of this letter is to correct their understanding of the gospel so that they can be free to love each other.

Consider the following:

Discussion Questions:
1. How would you summarize the gospel to someone who had never heard of it before? 
2. Do you think people in our community are free to love each other? What might inhibit us?
3. How does being in a new family of God change the way you relate to other people within that family?
4. What specifically do we as a community have to learn about loving each other more freely?

