For the Week of September 14, 2008
From Bumper Cars to Carnival Swings
A Message from God
Galatians 1:11-2:14
Paul writes this letter to the churches of Galatia to settle a basic misunderstanding of the gospel. What is at stake for these new churches is their misunderstanding of the gospel. Instead of understanding how the gospel brings together Jews and Gentiles under their restored relationship with God the Father, the people in these churches were seeing themselves only in light of each other, rather than in light of God. In order to correct their misunderstanding of the gospel, Paul begins by demonstrating to the Galatians that the gospel he is preaching to them comes directly from God. By walking through his history and calling into ministry, he shows how it was God and not other people who gave him the gospel. Because the gospel comes from God and not from other people, it is capable of creating a new family of people arranged under God as the Father. Consider the following:

Discussion Questions:
1. How do you decide what voices in your life to listen to? How do you know what comes from God and what comes from other people?
2. What questions or doubts do you have about whether the gospel really does come from God?
3. If the gospel does come from God, how is the community it creates different from a community that other people create?
4. What's different about the church from other communities?

