For the Week of September 21, 2008
From Bumper Cars to Carnival Swings
A Way to God
Galatians 2:11-21
Paul writes this letter to the churches of Galatia to settle a basic misunderstanding of the gospel. What is at stake for these new churches is their misunderstanding of the gospel. After demonstrating in the previous section that the gospel comes from God, Paul goes on to demonstrate how the gospel gets us into restored relationship with God. This is Paul's clearest summary of the gospel in this book. He shows how faith in Christ defines the new people of God and how old categories of living don't have any relevance in the new family of God. Finally, he explains that living in this new family under God means recognizing God as the point of reference for my life and for the community. This guides our understanding of ourselves and our understanding of each other. Consider the following:

Discussion Questions:
1. How do most people try to "get to God"? What ways do people usually suggest for repairing the broken relationship with God that we are all aware of on some level?
2. What old categories do we tend to follow as we try to relate to God and how do they fail us?
3. What does it mean to define a community by faith in Christ? How does this work out practically when people in that community have so many differences?

