For the Week of October 5, 2008
From Bumper Cars to Carnival Swings
What Lies Beyond the Fence
Galatians 3:1-4:31
Paul writes this letter to the churches of Galatia to settle a basic misunderstanding of the gospel. In this large section, Paul attempts to show how faith in Christ has superseded allegiance to the law as the thing that defines the people of God. If the law is a fence that protected us from displeasing God and defined the people of God by what they shouldn't do, then Christ is a gate to the path of living in relationship to God the Father. Walking along this path doesn't involve fear of transgressing boundaries, it involves the freedom to love God and love other people. Christ gives us that freedom by fulfilling the promise of a relationship with God as our Father that is imbedded deep within our hearts. As we become sons and daughters of the Father, we are freed up to love Him. And when we get a new Father, we get new brothers and sisters as well and our freedom to love spills over into those relationships. Consider the following:

Discussion Questions:
1. Do you feel like you are aware of God's promise to restore the relationship with a Father that you've always wanted?
2. Do you feel like you have become a son or daughter of God the Father? 
3. What still stands in your way of freely relating to God as a Father? 
4. How does a son or daughter love their Father? Think about your own father or children as examples.
5. What does it mean to have new siblings as well as a new Father? 
6. How are siblings intended to relate in a new family? What sometimes goes wrong between siblings? Do you see that happening in our community?
