For the Week of October 26, 2008
From Bumper Cars to Carnival Swings
Sitting on the Couch with Your Brother
Galatians 6:1-18
As Paul closes his letter, he attends to several very specific areas of loving each other that he wants to be clear about. One of the major themes is understanding the line between personal responsibility and the support of the community. When should a person receive help from the community? When should a person be responsible for their own needs? The issue of finances lies behind a lot of this section as he encourages people to view their finances as resources that can be invested in a way that benefits the new community of God. He wraps up the letter by reiterating his understanding of how following Christ frees us members in the new community from focusing on their distinctions. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions:
1. Think about how you relate to your community? Do you tend to ask others for help too much? Or do you tend to be too independent and afraid of asking for help? 
2. How does understanding the gospel help you define the line of personal responsibility and a helping community?
3. How do you think about your financial resources? What do you hope to reap when you sow your money? Have you gotten discouraged in the way you spend and give money?
4. How do you see yourself as a new creation and part of a new family? What distinctions among other people tend to distract you from Christ? What are the things you tend to boast in? 

