For the Week of November 2, 2008
Let the Redeemed of the Lord Say So
Psalm 107
Psalm 107 is a set of four redemption stories and instruction to readers on the plight of the lost and the redeeming nature of God. In each of the four stories a crisis point and its resolution are described with the same two verses repeated: “Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, and He delivered them from their distress . . . Let them give thanks to the LORD for His unfailing love and His wonderful deeds for men”. I want to use the four stories (the lost, the addicted, the depressed, and the self-important) to encourage our folks to speak up and tell their own story (v.2)-–and to whet our appetites for the Missions Weekend.

Consider the following:
Discussion Questions:
1. Verses 1-2 succinctly describe two responsibilities-–give thanks to God and tell your story (in a way that invites others to experience blessing). How are thankfulness and witness related? 
2. What keeps us from speaking up and telling our story?  
3. Read verses 4, 10, 17, 23 and try give a 21st century example of the plight represented by folks described in each case. Do you see yourself in one story more than another?  
4. Each time God intervenes to save (8-9, 15-16, 20-21, and 31-32) the redeemed one is given a unique responsibility to witness. What do we learn from this? What particular word of thanks to God do you have to offer? 
