For the Week of November 16, 2008
How Great Thou Art
Psalm 90
This psalm describes the human predicament in stark language. Our frailty, our sin and foolishness make us unworthy of a God who is infinite, eternal and holy. Authentic worship must begin with a sense of wonder – the undeserving ones, cared for by God; the ephemeral granted lasting significance. The song ends with two requests: “teach us attend to passing time so that we may grasp what is important”; and “overturn our failure by gifts of grace”. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions:
1. Our culture is impressed with rapid change, “the next new thing”, until we begin to understand our own obsolescence. Life requires us to choose a perspective. We can either make much of ourselves or much of God. Practically, how do we go about choosing the latter?
2. It is terrifying to discover that God knows all our sins (even secret things) and that he hates them. It is also a great source of hope – if he forgives no condemnation remains. If God is not holy, sin will never be finally destroyed. Describe some experience of being honest about your failure and discovering the cleansing power of forgiveness. 
3. What does Psalm 90:12 mean? - “Teach us to number our days aright, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”

