For the Week of November 23, 2008
A Safe Place to Rest
Psalm 91
Psalm 90 stresses the distant holiness of God, and 91 follows with a declaration of his tenderness and welcome. These themes are placed together on purpose. Prayer that begins with “Our Father in heaven whose name is holy” also speaks with confidence about the need for bread and forgiveness. In Ps. 91 here are numerous images used for our encouragement – a mighty shield, a fledgling’s nest, an antidote for plague, the work of angels. How great it is to speak of the myriad protections of God. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions:
1. In Ps. 91:1-6 rest and fear are cast as opposite conditions. Can you relate an experience of fear/anxiety that was stilled by God’s intervention on your behalf?
2. Deliverance from foes (from arrows to viruses) is first in view. Verse 13 adds the perspective of triumph over deadly opposition. What is the difference between protection and triumph? 
3. Was there a time when the Lord seemed particularly close to you, though remaining unseen? Can you describe this?

