For the Week of December 14, 2008
Singing a New Song
Psalm 97-100
The Lord’s reign is evident not in the arguments or military might of his servants, but rather their joy. We tremble, and sing and shout. The earth is made glad (97:1). Those who don’t yet know him are invited into the choir and enemies are swept away. The indelible characteristic of believing people is gratitude and their characteristic behavior is to extend a hand of welcome. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions:
1. Christians are often characterized as defensive, arrogant, and sullen. Discuss how this caricature seems to you (fair or unfair) and why it persists.
2. Joy is sometimes confused with a denial of pain and suffering. How can honesty and godly confidence co-exist? 
3. In these psalms, the responsibility for worship and outreach is given to a congregation, not to individuals. Why?
4. Why are new songs called for?

