For the Week of December 21, 2008
Praise the Lord, O My Soul
Psalm 103
Psalm 103 is a panorama of thanksgiving – noting the goodness of God on many levels: from healing sin and sickness, to establishing justice for the oppressed, to directing the purposes of angels. As before, we note the finite and unworthy human condition and marvel at the infinite Sovereign whose love is so lavish. These themes resonate with the story of the incarnation and the birth of Jesus. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions:
1.   Read Psalm 103:1-5. Make note of the various ways in which God attends to the needs of his children and acts to bless them. Offer a word of particular thanks from your experience.
2.   Verse 13 describes the Lord as our father, filled with compassion. How can this picture encourage our faith?
3.   The song of angels is central to the message of Christmas. Compare the responsibility of angels in Psalm 103:20-22 to the ministry to shepherds in Luke 2:13-17. Mighty ones sing to outcasts. What does this tell us about the ways of God?

