For the Week of January 11, 2009
A Prophet for All Seasons
Mark 6:14-30
In this passage we see Herod as a pitiful excuse for a king; he capitulates to the schemes of his wife and orders the execution of John the Baptist. This story both echoes the story of Esther and foreshadows the story of Christ, pointing to Christ as the true King who walks in the way of the Lord and affects a better salvation than that of Esther. We are called to rise to the challenge of assuming our prophetic vocation in the public square: affirming and applauding, critiquing and reminding. Also, as we walk in the way of the Lord (giving, serving, submitting to God’s will) it gives our prophetic role credibility. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions:
1. How have you perceived the gospel, which proclaims the lordship of Jesus Christ, to be a threat to some of the governmental and corporate rulers of this world?
2. How do you think some of the “rulers,” that you know of or have contact with, are deserving of affirmation and/or critique?

3. What may be holding the church ​or you ​back from assuming a prophetic role in society: 

affirming rulers when they side with justice and critiquing them when they don’t?
4. Does such a role interest you, and what do you think you might consider doing to begin assuming such a role?

5. What does it mean to you that God will vindicate his people and their prophetic calling, ​ if not now then in the resurrection from the dead?

6. Mark tells the story of John the Baptist, echoing the story of Esther from the Hebrew Scriptures and foreshadowing the story of Christ in the gospels, to encourage us to walk in “the way of the Lord”: giving our lives away, serving others, and submitting to God’s will. What, then, is one thing you might do to walk in this way that you’re currently not doing? 
