For the Week of February 8, 2009
Different Paths, Same Table

Mark 7:24-37
This new age no longer excludes Gentiles, but embraces them. We see Jesus push the faith of a Gentile woman to the edge, where she steps into previously unknown territory. Then he opens the ears and liberates the tongue of a Gentile man. Even the disciples, especially the disciples, need the renewal that Jesus brings.

Consider the following:
Discussion Questions: 
1. If you can think of a time in your life, ​either currently or in the past, ​when you felt desperate, describe this experience. What did you do, or what might you do, in light of feeling desperate?
 

2. Does it ever seem to you as if Jesus is unresponsive to your needs and desires? If so, describe this experience.
 

3. How do you think difficult circumstances and the apparent unresponsiveness of Jesus might push your faith into different, more creative, territory?
 

4. Do you think you have the experience of being tangled up in yourself so that you have difficulty understanding other people? If so, describe this experience.
 

5. How do you think Jesus’ healing love might enable you to hear God, hear others, and speak both to God and to others?
 

6. One of the implications of Mark 7:24-37 is that the two people in this story, ​the woman and the man from different regions, ​belong together in the family of God. This parallels the story in Mark 5:21-43 of the woman and the man from different places in society. How do you think the healing love of Jesus that individuals receive, might help unite the people of God?
