For the Week of February 15, 2009
Connecting the Dots
Mark 8:1-21
The differences between the feeding of the 5,000 and the feeding of the 4,000 indicate that the new exodus is sweeping up Gentiles, too. The disciples, however, are still slow to understand who Jesus is and what he’s doing. Jesus satisfied the crowd with bread; he’s trying to satisfy his disciples by helping them understand. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions: 
1. Think of a recent event in your life that you experienced in a particularly powerful way. Do you think that God was involved in it in any way and if so, how?

2. What do you think of the Pharisees' demand for a sign from heaven and Jesus' refusal to grant such a sign (verses 11-13)?

3. How do you think you would respond if you experienced a no-doubt-about-it miracle that proved the existence of God?

4. Note that the Pharisees asked Jesus for a sign not in order to follow him but in order to test him. Reflect on this possibility: Perhaps the human desire for "signs" is a desire not so much for God to prove himself but for him to endorse our agendas.

5. The disciples at this point in the gospel of Mark did not understand the person and work of Jesus. Reflect on your own understanding and appreciation for who Jesus is, what he came to do, how he goes about it, and how he uniquely involves you in his mission to the world.

6. Take some time to reflect on recent events in your life that you experienced in a powerful way. Do you see any trends, themes, or patterns? If so, how do you think they may be indicative of the Lord's leading?

