For the Week of February 22, 2009
Eyewitness Testimony
1 John 1:1-4
First John opens with a proclamation from an eyewitness to momentous events. The “word of life” – which was from the beginning, from God the Father, was brought into plain view. John writes of touching, seeing and hearing Jesus Christ, the one who makes possible fellowship with the Father resulting in fellowship and joy among those who believe. A big announcement about the nature of faith and community: incarnation leads to fellowship resulting in joy. But this testimony, we will discover, is also a challenge to a particular kind of lie. Today’s message should introduce the book and its themes and challenge us to reject both lies and joylessness. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions: 
1. John’s testimony focuses on the incarnation – the Word of Life as a visible, touchable human being. We are surrounded by calls to value vague spiritual awareness rather than “fellowship with the Father and with his son, Jesus Christ.” What has been your experience of combining clear testimony and humility, speaking well of Jesus in a way that can be heard?
2. The point of John’s witness is not self promotion. Rather, it extends the gift of fellowship with God to other people - life lived in delightful nearness to God and enjoyment of each other. The gospel consists of giving a gift not trying to win an argument. How are these approaches different?
3. What does 1 John 1:4 teach us? “We write this to make our joy complete.”
