For the Week of March 1, 2009
Walking in the Light
1 John 1:5-2:2
John quickly engages the false teaching which is threatening the faith of his “dear children”. Three times (v.6, 8, and 10) he begins a sentence with the phrase, “if we claim . . .” In each case claims of special knowledge and exalted religious status are refuted. A life that winks at sinful behavior is a lie. The soul that imagines itself sinless is deceived. The one who knows God longs for righteousness, is honest about failure, and gratefully receives forgiveness. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions: 
1. Fellowship with God cannot co-exist with a cavalier attitude toward sinful behavior – “I am in a special category and my greed, prejudice, lust, etc. are of no importance.” Are we susceptible to this kind of rationalization in subtle ways?
2. It is appealing to imagine that we can move beyond the battle with our old nature, now “being without sin (v.8).” In fact, we are called to a daily struggle, repeated confession, and mercies new every morning. Why do you think God has arranged things this way?
3. In 1 John 2:1-2 we encounter Jesus as our advocate with the Father and as the payment for our sins. Give some thought to this and share a word of appreciation for these things.

