For the Week of March 8, 2009
Emerging From The Darkness
1 John 2:3-27
False teachers sow confusion and in these verses John offers three tests for authentic faith. The first is obedience, walking as Jesus walked, 2:3-6. The second is love, 2:7-11. The third is truth (or doctrine), 2:18-27. Amazing secrets and mysterious formulations do not make a difference if we are selfish or loveless. These verses help us focus on what is important and strengthen us to turn away from snake-oil sales pitches. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions: 
1. Obedience to commandments is “walking as Jesus walked” (2:6). This is not legalism, not only external, not merely looking good on the outside. What do we learn from the pattern of Jesus’ life?
2. In 2:10-11 hatred leads to blindness and stumbling, love to clear-sightedness. Can you relate an experience of being blinded by hatred/anger or making new discoveries because of love?
3. The most effective false teachers are those who once were active in the church and know the emotions and language of faith (2:19). They claim to offer new advancements and breakthroughs, and disparage what is familiar. Can you describe a modern example of these things?

