For the Week of March 15, 2009
Who’s Your Daddy?
1 John 2:28-3:12
Still contending against false teachers John employs the imagery of children gaining identity from their fathers. We are “born of him” and “are children of God”. Those who are unrepentantly committed to the practice of sin are “children of the devil”. In the present things do not appear as they will when Christ returns - “when he appears we will be like him”. What guides us now is a longing for purity and a commitment to love – any “religious” teacher who ridicules these things is false and is doomed. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions: 
1. Do you find it easy to claim the reality that you are a child of God? The world will object (3:1), and we don’t appear as such to ourselves (3:2) – yet children of God we certainly are. How can we help each other believe this truth?
2. Why is it important to know that the Lord will return; will deal with his enemies, and honor his own? How does verse 2:28 help us live in the meantime?
3. In verses 3:4-12 a division is made between those who practice (keep on, or continue to) sin and those who practice righteousness. What is the difference between sins we regret/resist and sin as a practice we defend?

