For the Week of March 29, 2009
He First Loved Us
1 John 4:7-21
Building on the concept of being “born of God,” John calls on us to emulate our Father. God is love and we should love one another. We have received love from God and it should overflow in our treatment of others (we love because he first loved us). God’s love is characterized by sacrifice (he sent his only son into the world), and overcomes fear. The word ‘abide’ is repeated often in these verses – love centers on actions and choices that extend over time. If anyone says, "I love God," yet hates his brother, he is a liar. For anyone who does not love his brother, whom he has seen, cannot love God, whom he has not seen. Consider the following:
Discussion Questions: 
1.   We are called to a lasting sort of love (abide in love) – love that takes action and persists over time. This contrasts with short bursts of enthusiasm that come and go quickly. Have you been a recipient of persistent love from a fellow believer? Are you learning to love in this way?
2.   We love because he first loved us. How can we drink more deeply from the spring of God’s love for us? How can we help each other do so? 
3.   Perfect love drives out fear. How does fear keep us in a shell, unavailable to others? Can you relate an example in your life of love overcoming fear?

