For the Week of April 12, 2009
I Am The Resurrection And The Life
John 11:1-45
Jesus deliberately delayed arrival in Bethany to set up the crisis of Lazarus’ death, and then called him from the tomb – returning him to life. Lazarus’ empty tomb was understood by Jesus’ friends and his enemies to be declaration of his authority. It pointed to a greater event – another empty tomb – near in the future. Martha learned that her Lord had a greater purpose than postponing her brother’s death and that faith in Him had profound implications for the present as well as the age to come. His question to her resonates still, “Do you believe?” Consider the following:
Discussion Questions: 
1.   Martha challenged the Lord, “if you had been here my brother would not have died.” She wanted his illness to be healed, but was given much more – not only more years of Lazarus’ life, but also a new level of faith in Jesus. Do we sometimes ask the Lord for less than he wants to give us? Share an example.
2.   Martha had some awareness of God’s people being raised in the future, but she did not know that this event would be brought about by Jesus’ triumph over death (“I am the resurrection”) and that a new kind of life begins now. What does it mean to deny the power of death in this life?
3.   Jesus knew it was important for Martha to answer the question, “Do you believe this?” – Not because he had any doubts, but for her sake. Put in your own words what you believe about life in Christ and hope for eternity.

