For the week of November 15, 2009
Series: Beloved Exiles: Studies in 1 Peter
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
How to Be Different
1 Peter 2:11-25
In 1 Peter 2:11 Peter goes back to language found in the first verse of the letter, ‘sojourners living in a place not their home.’ He directs the saints to be different, to be respectful, to be submissive while remaining free. The apostle expects believers to get in trouble as Jesus did. Suffering is made noble when we are “conscious of God” (not just acquiescent), when it for righteousness sake, and most importantly when we remember and love Jesus who suffered for us.

Discussion Questions:  
1. Verse 11 directs us to “abstain from sinful desires, which war against your soul.” By this we are marked as ‘sojourners’ for Jesus’ sake. What are Silicon Valley’s most soul destroying seductions?
2. Verse 12 notes that, despite hateful rhetoric, good deeds are attractive and honor God. Is this true to your experience? Are your good deeds really good? Do thoughtful unbelievers see beyond the ‘angry accusations’ spoken against Jesus’ followers?
3. “Live as free men, but do not use your freedom as a cover-up for evil.” What does this mean?
4. Suffering for doing good receives God’s approval and also makes us aware of Christ. Suffering is an occasion to draw near to and depend on Him. Share your experiences in these things.

