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Help for a Hurting Marriage
1 Peter 3:1-7
Marriages cannot succeed if they are expected to be an unfailing source of fulfillment and happiness (replacing God), or if they’re based on merely human wisdom and effort (ignoring God). Peter has argued that God’s presence is made plainest to us when we are most in need and in these verses he applies this insight to marriage. Though there are cultural particulars (e.g. braided hair) that may or may not apply across time and geography, Peter’s essential insight is universal. For those in stressful marriages, we must not resort to manipulation (often the recourse of wives) or intimidation (often the recourse of husbands) to get what we want. Believers must take the risk of inviting God into the mix and trust him to do what is right.

Discussion Questions:  
1. In 3:1 the apostle observes that language has limits. A difficult husband who is not willing to be persuaded by God’s word is not a good candidate for persuasive argument, especially when it is offered repeatedly, by his wife. “They may be won over without words by the behavior of their wives.” In practice, what does this mean?
2. Verse 7 directs husbands to be learners in regard to their wives. She is not going to take on life in ways familiar to you, as if she were a man. She is your equal and needs to be affirmed as such. Husbands are to be learners and servants, dependent upon prayer when they find marriage stressful. Learn, empathize, respect, and honor instead of fix the problem or tough it out. Based on your life experience, how does this instruction to husbands strike you?
3. Verse 5 refers to hope in God and verse 7 to unhindered prayers. Do you actively depend on God when you wish your marriage would change for the better? Why is this often difficult to do?

