For the week of November 29, 2009
Series: Beloved Exiles: Studies in 1 Peter
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Living the Good Life
1 Peter 3:8-4:5
In 1 Peter 3:10 begins a quotation from Psalm 34, "Whoever would love life and see good days must keep his tongue from evil . . . must turn from evil and do good; must seek peace and pursue it.” Though Peter has had much to say about hardship in this life (and glory in the world to come), he also has instruction for the present day. A well lived life will work towards harmony with our neighbors, a good conscience (v.16), and stability (sobriety, 4:2-4).

Discussion Questions:  
1. Getting along with others requires a willingness to hurt without fighting back, either in speech or action; requires humility and compassion. Share your experiences (good and bad) regarding living in harmony with others.
2. As Peter has noted many times, being the good guy can get you into trouble (v.14). He indicates the importance of a good conscience (v.16-17) when we are accused. Why is it easier to accept bad treatment when we know we have no guilt of our own to cover up?
3. In 4:1-4, Peter acknowledges that sensual sins are part of the past for many, but regards them as childish and unworthy of folks who have so much more to live for. How can this perspective help us guide young people who are trying to grow up surrounded by “debauchery, lust, and drunkenness?”

