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The End Is Near
1 Peter 4:7-19
This section reiterates themes we have encountered before in this letter. In verses 7-11 the apostle argues that the certainty and nearness of a world to come should shape our behavior.  In verses 12-19 we are again given lessons about how suffering should not come as a surprise (indeed rejection for righteousness is a badge of allegiance to Christ). Those who suffer as sinners are not the same as those who suffer for Jesus’ sake.

Discussion Questions:  
1. Peter gives four priorities in view of the fact that the end of all things is near (v. 7). They are: prayer, love for one another, hospitality, and use of our spiritual gifts. None of these require heroic commitment, but often are pushed aside by other demands – what is urgent negates what is important. How can we be a community with proper priorities?
2. In verses 14-15 Peter distinguishes between suffering for Jesus’ name and suffering earned for sinful behavior (including ‘meddling’). When and how do believers most often fool themselves about the reasons they experience rejection?
3.  “Those who suffer according to God's will should commit themselves to their faithful Creator and continue to do good” (v. 19). What are practical ways to carry out this command?

