For the week of December 13, 2009
Series: Beloved Exiles: Studies in 1 Peter
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
The Humble Raised Up
1 Peter 5:1-14
Peter ends his letter with practical instruction for elders and for ‘youngers’. He notes that waiting is often part of God’s plan for us, and that though the devil roars and threatens he can be resisted as we stand firm. A theme running throughout chapter five is the authority that comes from humility, from trusting another.  

Discussion Questions:  
1.   Peter models humility – making an appeal as a fellow elder instead of issuing commands as an apostle. For him church leadership is rooted in character (selflessness, generosity).  Rewards for faithful service come from the Chief Shepherd, not the organization. Share your experience of Christian leaders who give their first concern to people (or themselves) and those who give their first concern to God.
2.   “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.” How do we act on this instruction, in practical terms?
3.   In vs. 8-9 Peter recognizes the “roaring” opposition of the devil. We cannot expect to resist him successfully on our own. How can helping one another say no to the threats and seductions of the evil one?

