For the week of May 16, 2010
Series: Seek and You Shall Find
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
The Way to Blessing
Ecclesiastes 1:1-18 & Matthew 5:1-12
Jesus and Koheleth both bear the title, son of David—a royal designation that means we should listen to them. Each begins his discourse with a powerful word: "blessed" and "meaningless." Though the contrast is striking, both of them puncture the delusion of self generated happiness. We need not despair—those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be satisfied.
Discussion Questions: 

1. Give some examples of false optimism and empty “happy talk.” How does Koheleth’s message, “nothing is new; nothing lasts,” help us from being deceived?
2. Jesus also contradicts the wisdom of the world by finding blessing in unexpected places (poverty of spirit, mourning, hunger, and thirst). Do we sometimes admire his sentiments without believing them?
3. Are you more prone to hopelessness or do you see everything through rose colored glasses?
4. Which of Jesus’ statements of blessing (beatitudes) is most helpful to you?

