For the week of June 13, 2010
Series: Seek and You Shall Find
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Love &Justice
Ecclesiastes 3:16-20 & Matthew 5:43-48
Koheleth observes that good people are often at a disadvantage and that justice is frequently mocked. He cannot be sure that human beings are different from beasts. Jesus also notes that the natural world (sun and rain) does not distinguish between the righteous and unrighteous. However, he sees that hurtful people create an opportunity for love not despair. “Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven” (Mark 5:44-45).
Discussion Questions: 

1. Every human heart has an instinct for justice. We want good laws, applied honestly.  Koheleth’s advice is to lower our expectations and stop hoping for righteous judgment. How should we think about worldly courts and justice?
2. Jesus notes that a broken world offers occasions for love. God’s choice not to punish the unrighteous (by withholding sun and rain) might guide us to mercy rather than retribution. Describe a time when you were aware of God’s undeserved love in your life.
3. Do you have experience of loving someone who was a threat to you?

