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Series: Wisdom That Comes From God
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Old Family Recipes
James 1:1
James writes as a servant of God and Christ to believing people who are dispersed in a hostile world. We begin this series with an overview of the letter and consider how it fits with other New Testament teaching – including the perceived tension with Paul’s letters. James is writing as an experienced pastor who draws from the storehouse of his experience and heaven-sent wisdom to help believers with suffering, self-delusion, rivalry, and half-heartedness.

Discussion Questions:
1. Israel was dispersed during and after the exile. Their minority status caused them to trust God and it gave them an opportunity to influence their unbelieving neighbors. James writes to Christians in dispersion. What have you learned about God’s faithfulness from being an outsider in the majority Silicon Valley culture?
2. James calls himself a bondservant of Christ even though he might have gained standing by pointing out that he was Jesus’ brother. Why do you think he was silent about this relationship?
3. Godly wisdom (a strong theme in James) has to do with behavior not contemplation. Who has served as a practical guide to godliness in your life? Give an example.

