For the week of October 24, 2010
Series: Wisdom That Comes From God
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Suffering Successfully
James 1:2-11
Trials are both necessary and inevitable. We require God’s wisdom to react to hardship in a way that leads first to endurance and finally to completion. Such wisdom is generously supplied to those who ask without doubting. A healthy understanding of the role of wealth is an example of “wisdom from above” and is necessary to navigate the kind of suffering that arises from poverty and the false promises of riches.

Discussion Questions: 

1.   We gain strength to endure and undergo needed change when we are forced out of comfort zones. Joy amidst trials is possible when we can see a good outcome beyond the present pain. Can you relate an account of hardship that led to growth in your life?
2. Wisdom is not automatic. God gives such wisdom to those who ask with intention to act. How do tentativeness and doubt undermine the good that God intends for us?
3. How does a low position in worldly terms become an advantage in the context of God’s wisdom? 

