For the week of January 2, 2011
Series: Wisdom That Comes From Heaven
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
A New Year’s Revolution
James 2:1-4
Jesus paid no attention to titles, wealth, or social standing. He treated every person as valuable in God’s sight and equal to each other. Riches and poverty are (often) observable in one’s appearance, allowing for snap judgments and “distinctions with evil motives.” James calls for us to worship “our glorious Lord Jesus Christ” and to be wary of wealth. Perhaps this text can lead us to begin the New Year with a revolutionary resolution—a commitment to treat everyone the way the Lord does.

Discussion Questions: 

1. What kinds of ‘status markers’ impress you most—a good vocabulary; an expensive car; fashionable clothing; a confident bearing? Why do you think this is so?

2. The way to erase marks of man-made prominence is to have such high regard for Jesus (“our glorious Lord,” v.1) that other distinctions mean nothing. If Christ is present in my brother or sister, all other status questions fade to insignificance. What steps can we take to ‘see Jesus’ in one another?

3. Share a time when you had to “learn the hard way” that a wealthy person you fawned over did not deserve special treatment or that a poor person you disregarded proved to have great depth in the things of God?

