For the week of January 9, 2011
Series: Wisdom That Comes From Heaven
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
The Law of Liberty
James 2:5-13
In this passage James answers objections to his insistence that everyone be treated equally, without reference to social status. Faith is learned when our resources are exhausted. Love of money can lead to injustice and blasphemy. Love of every neighbor is the way forward. We do better to honor the king (by keeping the royal law) than bowing before a local celebrity.

Discussion Questions: 

1. What does v.5 teach? How does poverty (material and spiritual) lead to richness of faith?
2. The surest way to avoid showing favoritism is to ‘love your neighbor as yourself’ (v.8). Can you relate an experience of being loved by someone whose kindness was unexpected and was clearly motivated by the Spirit?
3. ‘Mercy triumphs over judgment’ (v.13). Harsh judgments always seem powerful, but mercy is stronger. In what sense is this true? How can we grow as practitioners of mercy?

