For the week of January 23, 2011
Series: Wisdom That Comes From Heaven
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Freed Speech
James 3:1-12
James returns to a theme we encountered in chapter one: speech is powerful and therefore represents a serious responsibility. Four arenas of speech are mentioned in this text. 1. Teaching God’s word. 2. Setting a course or lighting a fire—a spoken word that initiates subsequent events. 3. Praising God. 4. Cursing a person made in God’s image. We must not underestimate the power of speech and should give attention to our hearts from which either fresh or salt water will pour forth.
Discussion Questions: 

1. Not many should become teachers (v.1) because there is no such thing as ‘do as I say not as I do.’ One who teaches God’s word to others is responsible to apply the truth to him or herself. It’s the same with parenting. In what areas of your life do you have influence on those who are learning to trust Christ? Does your behavior back up what you say?

2. Our arms and legs are prominent members of our bodies. Big gestures and accomplishments are obvious. The tongue, by comparison, is small and usually unseen. James observes this disparity and then in dramatic language notes the huge impact of the small member. Can you relate an experience from your life when an unguarded comment set a forest on fire?

3. It says in James 3:9, With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in God's likeness. There are two things to work on here: how can we increase our spoken praise of God and stop speaking of people in hurtful terms?
