For the week of February 6, 2011
Series: Wisdom That Comes From Heaven
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Interior Warfare
James 4:1-10
We are tempted to believe that a conflict exists because we are defending a noble cause or because ‘the other guy’ is so difficult and uncaring. James identifies our hearts as the problem. We have learned from the world to desire a particular pampering or to insist on some selfish outcome. Pride and worldliness are serious business – spiritual adultery, hostility toward God, the company of the devil. Humble prayer leads to a change in what we long for and the reception of gifts prepared by God for us.

Discussion Questions: 
1.   Coveting is tricky business. Is there some object, or relationship, or status that you want so badly that you don’t care what God thinks? Can you share this struggle with at least one other person who can pray with you? 
2.   We can be so wrapped up promoting ourselves that we don’t pray – you don’t have because you don’t ask. Can you relate an experience from your life of turning from self effort and asking God to give you what you really need?
3.   Come near to God and he will come near to you . . . Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will lift you up. God will keep his promises, but the difficult first step desires his help. Are you more prone to pride (I want to do it myself) or fear (I can’t be sure God is trustworthy)?

