For the week of February 13, 2011
Series: Wisdom That Comes From Heaven
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
If the Lord Wills
James 4:11-5:6
We may foolishly imagine a world in which we do God’s work for him. We speak against our neighbors and imagine that we occupy the seat of a judge. We make business and travel plans as if we are masters of world events. We value wealth over justice throwing aside all concern for righteousness. We can learn from scripture and history who is God and who is not, or we will learn from suffering the consequences of exalting ourselves.

Discussion Questions: 

1. Who are you to judge your neighbor? (4:12). We draw conclusions about people, though we only know a small part of their life story. Gossip comes easy. Can you think of a time when someone judged you unfairly? Did the experience help make you less judgmental?
2. Silicon Valley is the world epicenter of proud business plans, and unfounded confidence in future profits (4:13). In this difficult place, how can a Christian business person take necessary action while acknowledging that God is sovereign?
3. James 5:1-6 is a denunciation of injustice perpetrated by those with wealth and power. It describes the frightening result for those who do not repent. Why is this language so strong? Are there ways in which we are taking advantage of the poor?

