For the week of February 20, 2011
Series: Wisdom That Comes From Heaven
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Patience and Prayer
James 5:7-20
James instructs us to wait in patience for God to act in his own time. We have examples of endurance to learn from and promises of the Lord’s compassion and mercy. At the same time, suffering leads us to pray and to request prayer ministry by others on our behalf. The community that cares for its members by holding them up to God will also be a place where sins can be confessed (leading to healing), and where those who are headed in the wrong direction can be brought back.
Discussion Questions: 

1.   James urges us to be patient – a farmer waits for crops to grow, saints of old were rewarded for endurance, the Lord is near. In what area of life do you find patient endurance to be most difficult? What lessons have you learned?

2.   In vs.13-15 we are told to pray (and call for others to pray with us) when troubles and illness strike. Confession of sin in the Christian family brings healing. How does a church become a place where people care for each other at a deeper level? How can we help PBC grow in this regard?

3.   My brothers, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring him back. What are good approaches to helping someone back to faith? What approaches are not so good?
