For the week of March 20, 2011
Series: One Necessary Thing
Pastor: Scott Grant
Sword of God
Judges 3:12-30
Judges features some of the most compelling stories in the canon. Mostly, they are stories of decline. But stories of decline are stories of need, and stories of need are what we need. We need to know our need—our desperate need for God, our desperate need for Christ. The Book of Judges helps us do that. Jesus extolled Mary, who was seated at his feet in order to learn from him, for preferring the one necessary thing (Luke 10:42). The book of Judges illustrates the need for a king. The king we need is Christ. We don’t need many things; we need one thing: Christ.
Discussion Questions:
 1. What is your reaction to Judges 3:12-30 and, specifically, to the description of Ehud’s assassination of Eglon?

 

2. How does the sword of the Servant (Isaiah 49:2) differ from the sword of Ehud, and how do you think the Servant (Jesus Christ) uses his sword?

 

Isaiah 49:2: “He made my mouth like a sharpened sword; 
in the shadow of his hand he hid me.”

 

3. Consider the following verses, how they build on Judges 3:16 (“a double-edged sword”) and Judges 3:20 (“a message from God”), and their implications for our lives today (note that the word of God in both verses is the gospel message):

 

Hebrews 4:12: For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart.

Ephesians 6:17: Take … the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God.

 

4. Based on Ephesians 6:19-20, who might you consider sharing the gospel with? Consider spending some time praying for God to give you boldness to share the gospel with that person.

