For the week of April 10, 2011
Series: Come Awake!
Pastor: Scott Grant
Dealing with Disappointment
John 11:1-16
Because Jesus doesn't seem to respond to the urgent needs of the day, many people in our world don’t believe either in him or the God he represents. Suffering also challenges the faith of many people in the church. When you call 911, the paramedics come to your rescue. When you call Jesus, sometimes he takes his own sweet time, it seems, if he comes at all. Diving into John 11:1-46 this Easter season will help us deal with disappointment, wrestle with faith, and finally rise to life as we celebrate the resurrection of the Son of God. "Come awake, come awake / Come and rise up from the grave" (Matt Maher, Mia Fieldes).
Discussion Questions:
 
1. Jesus delayed responding to the request of Martha and Mary. If in any sense you have been disappointed with the way God has responded to the suffering of the world or to your own suffering, describe this experience.

 
2. Jesus baffled the disciples by urging them to return to Judea with him. If you are a follower of Jesus, and you have in any sense been baffled by the way he has led you, describe this experience.
 

3. One of the answers that John 11:1-16 gives to the problem of suffering in the world is to wait for God’s glory and love to be manifested through it. How does that sit with you, and how might you go about “waiting”? (See also Isaiah 40:31.)
 

4. Note that Jesus tells his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” The other answer to the problem of suffering in the world that John 11:1-16 gives is for followers of Jesus to do something about it. How do you think you might follow Jesus in this way?

