For the week of June 5, 2011
Series: Walking in the Mystery
Pastor: Paul Taylor
Bringing Christ Home
Colossians 3:18-4:1
After describing how Christ transforms relationships within the Christian community, the Christian household is now addressed. Instructions are given to all the members of the New Testament household: wives, husbands, children, parents, slaves, and masters. Each is given a high standard of treatment toward their counterpart. However, the overall emphasis is the presence of Christ in the center of each pair of relationships. In fact, each relationship within the household models some aspect of relationship with Christ and helps that member know Christ in a deeper way.
Discussion Questions:
1. How does your relationship with Christ affect the dynamics of your household?
2. The instruction to slaves can be applied to our contemporary work as students, professionals, or homemakers. What would change about your work if you did it "as working for the Lord, not for men"?
3. Does this passage describe the household you grew up in? What is similar? What is different?
4. How do relationships according to these instructions help us to know Christ better?

