For the week of July 10, 2011
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Wine for a Wedding Feast
John 2:1-12
Jesus’ first miracle occurred at a wedding. He acted to protect a young couple from social stigma as they began their life together. His mother and his disciples were aware of his concerns (‘my hour has not yet come’) and his power, though most of the other guests missed these things. Wine (of the highest quality) is a symbol of joy and it was provided in abundance. Jesus gave a wonderful gift, encouraged all to rejoice, and ‘revealed his glory.’

Questions for Discussion:
1. Jesus treated his mother with tenderness and respect, but he also asserted his authority. She had to travel a difficult road, giving up ‘her boy’ in order to become a disciple. What can we learn from reflecting on her experience?

2. Jesus has the power to change the ordinary into the extraordinary. Do you believe that is true of you?

3. Do you have any difficulty in seeing Jesus enjoy or even add to a party? Are we prone to turn away from joy in the name of religion? How can we become more like Jesus in this area?
