For the week of July 24, 2011
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
Do You Want to Get Well?
John 5:1-16
Jesus’ healing of the man by the pool is an act of love, but also a challenge to two forms of false thinking – superstition regarding a magic pool and the hard hearted application of Sabbath law. The lame man needed to trust Jesus for a new body and to reject the censure of those who insulted him for carrying a mat on the Sabbath. Both problems pertain to us. Will we receive what the Lord offers and refuse to be ‘man-pleasers’ as we follow Him?
Questions for Discussion:
1.   What are contemporary examples of superstition similar to the ‘pool that is sometimes stirred by an angel’? Is faith in the power of technology to fix the world similar to this?

2.   Do you know people who have lived with a life struggle so long that they no longer want to get well? What is the best way to help in such circumstances?

3.   What does Jesus’ warning in 5:14 mean? How does it connect to the bondage of false Sabbath observance?
