For the week of August 7, 2011
Pastor: Steve Zeisler
The First Stone
John 7:53-8:11
Jesus’ mastery of events is in full view in these verses. His enemies attempt to put Him to the test but find themselves the tested ones. A cynical attempt to use scripture to score points is made to look foolish. A crowd of men and women end up examining their own hearts. The Law of Moses is honored and grace triumphs.  A broken and humiliated woman is forgiven and offered a future.

Questions for Discussion:
1.   The scribes and Pharisees could have asked Jesus His interpretation of the seventh commandment without bringing an unclothed woman into a place of public scorn. Jesus’ calm authority is a powerful contrast to His enemies. He has no use for gratuitous humiliation. How can Jesus’ combining of truth and love challenge and encourage us?

2.    Why were the older members of the crowd the first to walk away?

3.   Take note of what Jesus combines at the end of 8:11 – no condemnation and no returning to a former way of life. How do forgiveness and renewal reinforce each other?
