For the week of February 26, 2012
Pastor: Paul Taylor
Paradise Through the Cross
Luke 23:43
 Jesus' promise to the "thief on the cross" that he will be with Jesus in paradise speaks to our soul. Paradise is what all of us long for. We were banished from it and we have since been longing to return. Jesus demonstrates that the way to return to the tree of life is not by the way we came, but through the tree of death that he hangs upon. As we identify with those who hung on crosses next to Jesus, we realize that their two responses are our options: ridicule or humble desperation.
Questions for Discussion:
1. Do you long for paradise? What do you strive after to satisfy that longing?
2. Is your attitude toward Jesus more characterized by humble desperation or arrogant independence? 
3. How do you experience the "assurance of things hoped for" in regards to salvation? 
4. Do you look forward to paradise? Does it give you hope today?

