For the week of March 11, 2012
Pastor: Paul Taylor
Pain of the Cross
Matthew 27:45-49
As Jesus suffered on the cross, he entered into the deepest pain that can be imagined. The physical pain of crucifixion, the emotional pain of betrayal and humiliation all combines with the spiritual pain of separation from God. His cry is born out of the experience of carrying the consequence of human sin before God. For a time, he was forsaken by God. As we reflect on this mystery, we see Jesus' pain for fully and understand our own suffering as well. Entering into Jesus' experience is an invitation into abandonment. But just as Jesus' abandonment gave way to victory, our own pain leads to something we can't imagine on this side of it. 

Discussion Questions:

1. How is it possible for God to forsake His Son? 
2. What must that have felt like to Jesus?
3. What are some times that you have felt forsaken by God? What experiences of pain have you endured?
4. How did Jesus' real experience of abandonment lead to the even more beautiful experience of vindication and salvation for others?
5. How has your experience of pain led to something redemptive in your life and others' lives?

