For the week of October 21, 2012
Pastor: Paul Taylor
A People Freed: Preparing for the Land
 Numbers & Deuteronomy
Numbers and Leviticus are all about God's people preparing to enter the land. God has done everything he needs to in order for them to experience his blessing, but they still have lessons to learn. They struggle through questions of believing God's goodness, respecting his authority, and trusting his methods. We relate to them because we live in between receiving the freedom that Jesus died to give us and entering the Promised Land of the new creation. We need to learn the same lessons as God's people as they wandered in the desert.
Discussion questions: 
1. Looking back over your life, how have you seen God using challenges you have faced to prepare you for something else?
1. What challenges are you facing right now that might be preparing you for something in the future?
1. What wisdom have you learned that you can draw on to make good decisions in the situations you're facing today? In other words, what does it look like for you to "choose life" today (Deuteronomy 30:19)?
1. Taking a broader view of history, how do you see God preparing his people for the eventual return of Jesus? What areas has the church (universal, not PBC) grown in? In what areas do you see God continuing to mature the church? 

